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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on March 23, 2004 has been entered. Claims 1-7 
remain pending and have been examined. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant contends that Reeder does not disclose a removable storage medium and a user 
terminal in which to install the removable storage medium (see page 6, last paragraph), and that 
the storage medium disclosed by Reeder is a hard disk rather than a removable storage medium 
(see page 7, top). 

However, Oshima et al. (hereinafter "Oshima"), like Reeder, discloses a system for 
providing and managing access to a software program (see column 10, lines 15-54). The storage 
medium disclosed by Oshima for storing the software and an identification code is an optical 
disk, i.e. a removable storage medium (see 801 in FIG. 1 1). The removable storage medium is 
installed in a personal computer or user terminal (see 876 and the optical disk drive in FIG. 1 1) 
so that the software may be accessed. 
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Therefore, claims 1-7 are unpatentable over Reeder in view of Oshima, as presented in 
the rejections below. 



3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reeder (art of 
record) in view of Oshima (art of record). 

With respect to claim 1 (currently amended), Reeder discloses a software program 
providing system for providing and managing access to a software program (see FIG. 1 and page 
3, lines 11-15), comprising: 

(a) a storage medium for storing said software program and an individual identification 
code for identifying said storage medium (see store 150 in FIG. 1, and page 5, lines 1-7, which 
shows a store or storage medium for storing a software program and an identification code used 
to identify the program in the storage medium, e.g. "the program is read from the store 34. . ."); 

(b) a user terminal for installing said storage medium therein and for accessing said 
software program stored in said storage medium (see apparatus 100 in FIG. 1, and page 3, lines 
1 1-15 and line 32 to page 4, line 6, which shows a personal computer or user terminal having a 
storage medium installed therein for storing and accessing software programs; see also page 5, 
lines 10-14, which shows obtaining the software program and storing it in the storage medium); 

(c) database management means for storing a database including individual information 
of a user, information regarding a range of access limitations to said software program, and 
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information regarding a condition of access to said software program, wherein said database is 
searched using said individual identification code as a search key (see code data 230 in FIG. 1 , 
and page 6, line 37 to page 7, line 5, which shows a data store or database having individual user 
information regarding software usage rights, i.e. access limitations and conditions of access, 
which is searched based on an identification code); and 

(d) information communication means for connecting said database management means 
with said user terminal (see communications link 10 and network 20 in FIG. 1, and page 3, lines 
21-31), wherein 

said software program providing system authorizes said user terminal to access said 
software program stored in said storage medium based on said information regarding said range 
of access limitations (see page 7, lines 30-37), said information regarding said condition of 
access to said software program, and said information searched using said individual 
identification code as said search key (see page 6, line 37 to page 7, line 5), said database 
management means reading said individual identification code from said storage medium 
installed in said user terminal through said information communication means (see page 10, lines 
6-17, which shows reading a identification code from a storage medium, and page 11, lines 15- 
29, which then shows authorizing the use of a software program based on access limitations and 
conditions). 

Reeder does not expressly disclose limitation wherein said storage medium is a 
removable storage medium. 

However, Oshima discloses a system for providing and managing access to a software 
program stored with an identification code on a removable, optical storage medium, wherein the 
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software is installed on a user terminal from the removable storage medium, for the purpose of 
preventing illegal copying of the software (see column 10, lines 15-54; see also FIG. 1 1, which 
shows a personal computer or user terminal and an optical disk drive). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of Reeder to provide the software program on a removable 
storage medium to be installed in the user terminal, as taught by Oshima. The modification 
would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
enhance the level of protection against illegal copying or installation of the software. 

With respect to claim 2 (previously presented), Reeder further discloses the limitation 
wherein said database management means further comprises fee charging means for charging a 
fee according to said condition of access to said software program (see page 7, lines 22-29, 
which shows how software usage charges are recorded). 

With respect to claim 3 (previously presented), Reeder further discloses the limitation 
wherein said information communication means further comprises ciphering means for ciphering 
communication between said database and said user terminal (see page 7, lines 5-9, which shows 
an encryption or ciphering process). 

With respect to claim 4 (original), although Reeder discloses the use of encryption to 
provide additional security (see page 5, line 33 to page 6, line 1), Reeder does not expressly 
disclose the limitation wherein said storage means further comprises a DVD-ROM and said 
individual identification code includes a BCA code recorded through a laser beam during a 
fabrication process of said individual identification code. 
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However, Oshima further discloses the use of the BCA to store an identification code and 
a cryptographic key (see column 1, lines 36-50) on a DVD (see column 3, lines 63-67), so that a 
fee may be charged for the use of the disk (see column 4, lines 60-64). Oshima further discloses 
that the BCA code is recorded with a laser during fabrication and can be used for security (see 
column 3, lines 11-15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of Reeder to use a DVD-ROM storage medium with a BCA 
identification code, as taught by Oshima. The modification would have been obvious because 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to improve security by transcribing the 
storage medium with an individual identification code. 

With respect to claim 5 (currently amended), Reeder discloses a software program 
providing method for providing and managing access to a software program (see FIG. 1 and page 
3, lines 11-15), comprising the following steps of: 

(a) storing said software program in a storage medium along with an individual 
identification code for identifying said storage medium (see store 150 in FIG. 1, and page 5, lines 
1-7, which shows a store or storage medium for storing a software program and an identification 
code used to identify the program in the storage medium, e.g. "the program is read from the store 

34..."); 

(b) storing into a database, information regarding individual information of a user, 
information regarding a range of access limitations to said software program, and information 
regarding a condition of access to said software program, wherein said database is searched 
using said individual identification code as a search key (see code data 230 in FIG. 1 , and page 6, 
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line 37 to page 7, line 5, which shows a data store or database having individual user information 
regarding software usage rights, i.e. access limitations and conditions of access, which is 
searched based on an identification code); 

(c) communicating between a user terminal having said storage medium installed therein 
and a database management means managing said database (see communications link 10 and 
network 20 in FIG. 1, and page 3, lines 21-31), 

wherein said communicating is done when said user accesses said software program 
stored in said storage medium installed in said user terminal (see page 5, lines 18-25, which 
shows initiating a transmission when the user accesses the software program); and 

(d) authorizing said user terminal to access said software program based on said 
information regarding said range of access limitations (see page 7, lines 30-37), said information 
regarding said access condition to said software program, and said information searched from 
said database based on said individual identification code (see page 6, line 37 to page 7, line 5), 
wherein said individual identification code is read out from said storage medium installed in said 
user terminal (see page 10, lines 6-17, which shows reading a identification code from a storage 
medium, and page 11, lines 15-29, which then shows authorizing the use of a software program 
based on access limitations and conditions). 

Reeder does not expressly disclose limitation wherein said storage medium is a 
removable storage medium. 

However, Oshima discloses a system for providing and managing access to a software 
program stored with an identification code on a removable, optical storage medium, wherein the 
software is installed on a user terminal from the removable storage medium, for the purpose of 
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preventing illegal copying of the software (see column 10, lines 15-54; see also FIG. 11, which 
shows a personal computer or user terminal and an optical disk drive). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of Reeder to provide the software program on a removable 
storage medium to be installed in the user terminal, as taught by Oshima. The modification 
would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
enhance the level of protection against illegal copying or installation of the software. 

With respect to claim 6 (previously presented), Reeder further discloses the limitation 
wherein said process of providing authorization for accessing said software program further 
comprises the step of charging a fee according to said condition of access to said software 
program (see page 7, lines 22-29, which shows how software usage charges are recorded; see 
also page 9, lines 25-27). 

With respect to claim 7 (previously presented), Reeder further discloses the limitation 
wherein said communicating step further comprises the step of ciphering communication 
between said user terminal and said database management means (see page 7, lines 5-9, which 
shows an encryption or ciphering process). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Yigdall whose telephone number is (703) 305-0352. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 4:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam, can be reached at (703) 305-4552. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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